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In Memoriam 

Charles Bonjean
Sociology

Bonjean, emeritus professor of sociology, 
died Feb. 20 at the age of 72. The 
former executive director of the Hogg 
Foundation for Mental Health taught 
at the university for 40 years. Bonjean 
served as chair of the sociology 
department from 1972 to 1974 when 
he was appointed Hogg Professor of 
Sociology, a position he held until he 
retired in 2002. His research interests 
included formal organizations, evaluation 
research and mental health.

John W. F. Dulles 
Latin American Studies

Dulles, professor of American and Latin 
American studies, died June 23 at the 
age of 95. The son of former Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles taught at 
the university for 45 years. Dulles was a 
noted scholar of the history of Brazil and 
an affiliate of the Lozano Long Institute 
of Latin American Studies. He authored 
12 books on the political history of 
Brazil during the 20th century, including 
“Resisting Brazil’s Military Regime,” 
“Brazilian Communism,” “Castello 
Branco, The Making of a Brazilian 
President,” “Anarchists and Communists 
in Brazil” and “Unrest in Brazil.” 

Tony Hilfer
English

Hilfer, the Iris Howard Regents Professor 
of English Literature, died April 11 in a 
car accident at the age of 71. He taught 
at the university for 45 years. Hilfer was 
a renowned scholar of popular genres. 
His book, “The Crime Novel: A Deviant 
Genre,” was one of the first to define 
the characteristics of crime fiction and 
provide a critical treatment of the genre. 
His recent book, “The New Hegemony 
in Literary Studies: Contradictions 
in Theory,” won the admiration of 
playwright David Mamet. Hilfer also was 
the long-time editor of the journal, Texas 
Studies in Language and Literature.

Retired faculty 

Dina M. Sherzer
French and Italian

Sherzer, professor of French 
and Italian and compara- 
tive literature, taught at the 
university for 37 years. She 
served as director of the 
France-University of Texas 
Institute for Interdisciplinary 
Studies from 2002 to 2005, 
and as chair of the Department 
of French and Italian from 1994 
to 2003. Her fields of specialty 
are 20th-century French 
literature and film and post 
colonialism. She has published 
numerous studies on Irish 
writer and poet Samuel 
Beckett, French new novels 
and contemporary French films. 
Her research has been 
supported by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
and a Fulbright Fellowship.

Joel F. Sherzer
Anthropology

Sherzer, the Liberal Arts 
Foundation Centennial 
Professor of Linguistic 
Anthropology, taught at 
the university for 28 years. 
He served as chair of the 
anthropology department from 
1987 to 1995 and directed 
the Archive of Indigenous 
Languages of Latin America 
for eight years. He specializes 
in linguistic anthropology, with 
a focus on the ethnography 
of speaking and speech play. 
Sherzer has researched among 
the Kuna Indians of Panama 
and in Bali, Indonesia. His 
publications include “Kuna 
Ways of Speaking” and “Verbal 
Art in San Blas.” Sherzer 
earned Guggenheim and 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities fellowships.

Ian R. Manners
Geography and the Environment

Manners, professor of geography and the environment, taught 
at the university for 37 years. A former director of the Center 
for Middle Eastern Studies and chair of the Department of 
Middle Eastern Studies, Manners is known for his research 
on the cartographic representation of the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean worlds, and his explorations of how maps shape 
both our geographical knowledge and political history. He 
specializes in conservation and resource management, urban 
cultural geography and historical cartography. Manners is the 
curator of an exhibit on European cartography and the Ottoman 
world for the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago.

Gardner Lindzey
Psychology

Lindzey, professor emeritus of 
psychology, died Feb. 4. Lindzey 
served as chair of the Department of 
Psychology from 1964 to 1969. He 
was instrumental in transforming the 
department from a relatively small 
group to a large and internationally 
recognized faculty. He edited the 
“Handbook of Social Psychology,” 
a seminal work that has been a 
professional resource for a generation.

Elspeth Rostow
Government

Rostow, professor emeritus of 
government, died Dec. 9, 2007. An 
internationally recognized expert on 
national politics and U.S foreign policy, 
Rostow served as dean of the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs from 1977 
to 1983. She also taught at Barnard, 
Sarah Lawrence, MIT, Georgetown, 
American University and the University 
of Cambridge. 

John Slatin 
English, Rhetoric and Writing

Slatin, professor of Rhetoric and 
Writing and English, died March 24 
at the age of 55. He taught at the 
university for 29 years. Slatin, who 
was visually impaired, was founding 
director of the university’s Accessibility 
Institute, which monitored the 
university’s compliance with national 
accessibility standards and promoted 
Web accessibility for all users. He 
authored numerous articles about 
technology and learning, and the book 
“Maximum Accessibility: Making Your 
Web Site More Usable for Everyone.” 
His work on accessibility issues with 
the World Wide Web Consortium 
earned international acclaim.
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Through Take 5 videos, liberal arts professors share their research on issues from presidential  
accountability and the jury selection process to the history of the Alamo and the myth of the vampire.

Each  semester, central public affairs welcomes scholars to the Liberal Arts Instructional Technology Lab 
studio where they provide a glimpse into the research they reveal in lecture halls and labs throughout 
campus.

To learn more, visit Take 5 at www.utexas.edu/inside_ut/take5/.
If you are interested in supporting the College of Liberal 
Arts at The University of Texas at Austin, mail this form to 
Development Office, College of Liberal Arts, One University 
Station, G6300, Austin, TX, 78712 or visit our contribution page 
at www.utexas.edu/cola/support_liberal_arts/.

Enclosed is my check or credit card authorization for a gift of:

___ $1,000	___ $500	 ___ $250	 ___ $100 	 ___ $50     $___ Other

Please indicate what area of the college you would like to support:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Credit Card Number		

___ Visa	 ___ MasterCard     ___ Discover	 ___ American Express

____________________________________________________________
Expiration Date

____________________________________________________________
Signature	

Please make all checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin

____________________________________________________________
Name

____________________________________________________________
Address	

____________________________________________________________
City		

____________________________________________________________
State		                Zip Code 

If you are a graduate of the college, please provide your program(s) of 
study and the year you earned your degree(s):

____________________________________________________________

For information about including the college in your estate or donating 
securities, please contact the development office at (512) 475-9763.

 

 

!

Presidential 
Accountability  
Bruce Buchanan 
Government
Buchanan discusses  
presidential accountability 
and how well the system  
of checks and balances 
works.

Spanish Literature  
for Children 
Cristina Cabello  
de Martínez  
Spanish and Portuguese
Cabello de Martínez 
explores the world of  
children’s literature and  
performs an original  
children’s story in Spanish.

Popularization  
of the Alamo
Richard Flores 
Anthropology
Flores examines the  
historical background of  
how the Alamo became 
popularized in Texas.

 

Myth of the Vampire  
Thomas Garza  
Slavic and  
Eurasian Studies 
Garza reveals the  
fact behind the fiction  
surrounding the origins,  
lore and legend of the 
vampire.

The Secret  
Language of Stuff
Sam Gosling  
Psychology
Gosling analyzes the way 
people express their  
personality in living  
spaces, offices and  
virtual environments.

Midterm Elections 
James Henson 
Government and  
Texas Politics Project
Henson takes an historical 
approach to analyzing the 
midterm election season  
in Texas.

Yoruba Language  
Fehintola Mosadomi 
Middle Eastern Studies
Mosadomi shares insight 
into the Yoruba language 
and people.
 

War Stories  
Throughout Time
Thomas Palaima 
Classics
Palaima reviews how 
communities relate stories 
of war, from the ancient 
Greeks to modern  
societies.

Writing to Heal 
James Pennebaker 
Psychology
Pennebaker discusses 
how writing affects  
physical and mental 
health, and helps people 
recover from traumatic 
experiences.

Evangelical Teen’s  
Sexual Attitudes 
Mark Regnerus 
Sociology
Regnerus explores the  
attitudes and actions of  
evangelical teens toward  
sex.

Texas Women
Gretchen Ritter  
Government and 
Center for Women’s 
and Gender Studies
Ritter shares stories of 
strong Texas women 
who have made history.

Jury Selection
Mary Rose  
Sociology
Rose examines jury  
composition and its  
effect on the deliberative 
process.

Going to the Source  
Thomas Staley  
English and  
Harry Ransom Center
Staley explains how original 
source materials stimulate and 
enhance the learning experience.

U.S. Congress and Lawmaking
Sean Theriault 
Government
Theriault reviews the history  
of Congress and its role in  
the lawmaking process.

Language Preservation
Anthony Woodbury
Linguistics
Woodbury discusses the  
importance of language pre- 
servation throughout the world.

Magical Thinking
Jacqueline Woolley  
Psychology
Woolley reveals when and how 
children begin to distinguish  
fantasy from reality.
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ore than 400,000 Jews reside in Latin 
America, comprising the fifth largest community of 
Jews after the United States, Israel, the former Soviet 

Union, and France. Their stories and experiences are a major 
focus of research and teaching at the Schusterman Center for 
Jewish Studies, which encompasses the history, culture, and 
society of Jews in the Americas, including the United States 
and Canada.

Established in 2006 with a $6 million challenge grant from 
the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, the 
center draws upon many important resources at the university, 
including the General Libraries’ extensive Judaica collections, 
the Harry Ransom Center’s manuscript collections of such 
notable Jewish writers and scholars as Albert Einstein, Norman 
Mailer, David Mamet, Isaac Bashevis Singer and Leon Uris, 
as well as the Center for American History’s extensive Texas 
Jewish History materials.

Robert Abzug, the Oliver H. Radkey Regents Professor 
of History and a renowned scholar of Jewish and American 
Studies, directs the Schusterman Center, which is uniquely 
poised to lead the study of Jewish life in the Americas, in addi-
tion to traditional subjects of Jewish studies.

Since his appointment last year, Abzug has spearheaded 
a wide array of special events and symposia focusing on the 
Jewish experience in the Western Hemisphere. Special events 
addressed topics on Latin American Jewry, including lectures 
on the life of Cuban Jews, Jewish-Brazilian history, Cuba and 
Israel, and Jews in Argentina. 

The Center sponsored the lecture series, “Medical Ethics 
and the Holocaust,” in partnership with the Holocaust Museum 
of Houston, and lectures on Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism, 
Israeli politics, and Holocaust remembrance. The center also 
co-sponsored the Austin Jewish Film Festival to raise the  
visibility of Jewish film on campus. 

As part of the university’s capital campaign, the center has 
launched a giving campaign to match the initial Schusterman 
Foundation challenge grant. Learn about ways to support the 
center, and events that celebrate Jewish history, literature and 
cultural traditions at www.utexas.edu/cola/centers/scjs/.

Jewish Life in the Americas
The Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies

M

The Ransom Center houses many archives 
of notable Jewish figures, including  
unpublished correspondence of physicist 
Albert Einstein.

Author Ruth Behar visited the 
Schusterman Center to talk 
about her book “An Island 
Called Home: Returning to 
Jewish Cuba.”




