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Alumna’s Travel Memoir 
Selected for Mayor’s Book Club 

Since 2002, the 
Humanities Institute, 
in partnership with the 
Austin Mayor’s Office 
and the Austin Public 
Library, has brought 
together readers 
from throughout 
the community for 
the Mayor’s Book 
Club. The 2007 
pick, “Around the 
Bloc: My Life in 
Moscow, Beijing, and 

Havana” (2004), is written by Stephanie 
Elizondo Griest, a 1997 post-Soviet studies 
and journalism alumna. The absorbing tale 
describes her experiences as a volunteer at a 
children’s shelter in Moscow, a propaganda 
polisher at the Chinese Communist Party’s 
English-language newspaper in Beijing and 
a belly dancer among the rumba queens of 
Havana. In 2004, the National Association 
of Travel Journalists of America named the 
book “Best Travel Book of the Year.”  Griest 
also wrote the guidebook, “100 Places Every 
Woman Should Go” (2007). To learn more, 
visit www.aroundthebloc.com.

History through a Transnational Lens
Anne Martinez, assistant professor of history, 
researches the Mexican Revolution, specifically 
the role of religion in U.S.-Mexico relations 
and Mexican migration to the Midwest. 
Martinez is completing her book manuscript, 
“Bordering on the Sacred: Race and Religion 
in U.S.-Mexico Relations, 1910-1929.” In 
her subsequent project, Martinez considers 
how religion and labor shaped the Mexican 
experience of race in Chicago during the 
1920’s. Martinez’s interest in this period stems 
from her family history. Her grandmother’s 
family left Guanajuato in the aftermath of the 
Mexican Revolution and eventually settled in 
Chicago. Media often tap Martinez for insight 
into the relationships among race, religion and 
nationalism for Mexicans on both sides of the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

Purchasing Whiteness 
in Colonial Spanish America 
Stanford University Press will publish history 
professor Ann Twinam’s book, “The Purchase 
of Whiteness in Colonial Spanish America,” 
which examines petitions for “whiteness.” 
During colonial times, mulattos and pardos 
could purchase the status from the crown as 
an official favor (gracias al sacar). Petitioners 
wrote about their ancestors, provided letters 
of recommendation and traced generations of 
service to the crown. The Spanish American 
whitening option has fascinated historians, 
but research stalled for decades due to the 
fragmented nature of archival documentation. 
Twinam facilitated the first complete collection 
of the petitions from the Archive of the Indies 
in Seville, Spain. She also wrote, “Public Lives, 
Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality and 
Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America” 
(1999). 

Ethnobotanical Research in Mexico Takes Top Honors
Ingrid Haeckel, a graduate student in the Department of Geography 
and the Environment, conducted ethnobotanical research in Veracruz, 
Mexico on the use of bromeliad plants in large floral adornments for 
Catholic feast days. The flora arrangements often depict saints or 
religious iconography and are believed to be a remnant of pre-Hispanic 
Totonac and Huastec harvest rituals. Haeckel studied the evolution 
of the tradition in the Xalapa region and how local artisans manage  

 
 
wild plant resources, some of which have become endangered due 
to extensive use. Haeckel’s paper, “The Hidden Ceremonial Harvest: 
Demand and Harvesting Patterns for Epiphytic Tillandsia spp. in Central 
Veracruz, Mexico,” earned first place in the 2007 graduate student 
paper competition at the Southwest Division of the Association of 
American Geographers.

A Border Story:  
Writer Explores Brownsville and Fútbol 
Oscar Casares, assistant professor of English 
and Brownsville native, is currently at work 
on a novel set in South Texas that tells the 
story of his family’s migration from Mexico to 
Texas in 1850. The National Endowment for 
the Arts awarded Casares a creative writing 
fellowship in support of the project. His story, 
“Are You Ready for Some Fútbol?” appeared in 
“The Best of American Sports Writing” (2007), 
and his short story collection, “Brownsville: 
Stories,” was published in 2003. Casares is a 
past recipient of the Dobie Paisano Fellowship 
Project, which provides writers the opportunity 
to spend six months living and writing at 
Paisano Ranch. More than 70 writers have 
holed up at the historic property, just 14 miles 
from Austin, writing stories that have shaped 
Texas literature. “Ultimately, the commodity 
we’re after as writers is time,” Casares says. 
“It’s not about money and it’s not about 
prestige or whatever other commodity you 
might think is necessary. It really comes down 
to time, and that’s what Paisano was for me: 
time to write.”

College Bolsters Scholarship   
in Latin American Jewish Studies 
More than 400,000 Jews reside in
Latin America, making it the fifth 
largest community of Jews after Israel, 
the United States, Russia and France. 
Their stories and experiences will be 
a focus of Jewish diaspora research at 
the college’s Schusterman Center for 
Jewish Studies.  Due to the university’s 
strength in the field of Latin American 
studies, the center is hosting the Latin 
American Jewish Studies Association’s 
Web site. Founded in 1982, the 
association supports scholarly research 
on Latin American Jewish identity and  
connects scholars around the world. “With 
our longtime strength in Latin American  
history and the newly formed 
Schusterman Center, UT offers an 
ideal environment for the Web site 
to flourish,” says Naomi Lindstrom,  
professor of Spanish and Portuguese and 
member of the association’s executive 
board who manages the site. Visit 
the Latin American Jewish Studies 
Association at www.utexas.edu/cola/
orgs/lajsa/.

Multicultural Citizenship in Nicaragua
The Latin American Program of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars and the Ford Foundation 
awarded government scholar Juliet Hooker a grant to study 
the institutional design of Nicaragua’s Coseño regional 
autonomy and relations between indigenous and Afro 
descendants. As Nicaragua was one of the first countries 

in Latin America to implement multicultural citizenship 
policies, it provides a rich environment to study the impact 
of such reforms on the population. Hooker will analyze 
political opinion survey data and travel to Nicaragua to 
conduct interviews with key leaders.  
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RESEARCH BRIEFS

Undergraduates Map 
the Borderlands 
John McKiernan-
González, assistant 
professor of history, 
recently launched a 
Web resource for under-
graduate historical 
research, “Mapping the 

Borderlands.” The site houses student research 
and resources developed in his courses “History 
of the Mexican American People” and “Latino 
History.” The site organizes research across 
five areas: culture, public policy, oral history, 
gender/sexuality and border crossing. Several 
students’ research projects were selected for 
presentation at Abriendo Brecha, a national 
activist scholarship conference hosted by the 
university. As the site grows, McKiernan-
González aims to create a better understand-
ing of how political and cultural events shape 
the way undergraduates approach research 
projects. Visit “Mapping the Borderlands” at 
www.laits.utexas.edu/borderlands/. 

James Cox, assistant professor of English, is working on a book, 
“Indigenous Mexico in Native American Storytelling Traditions: 
Immigration, Nationalism, Revolution,” that will draw from the fields 
of literature, history and anthropology. Cox will consider how writing 

about indigenous Mexico by Native American authors contributes to 21st 
century discussions of immigration and border security. Cox argues the 
kinship between native people in the United States and Mexico transcends 
the border, suggesting a need to listen to native voices on the subject of 
international relations.

Translating Brazil 
The Bibilioteca Nacional do Brasil (National 
Library of Brazil) awarded a translation grant 
to Adria Frizzi, lecturer in the Department 
of French and Italian, for a revised edition of 
the short story collection “Nine, Novena,” by 
noted Brazilian author Osman Lins. In 1995 
Frizzi published the first English-language 
translation of the work, which was reviewed 
favorably by The New York Times. Lins is 
known for his experimental techniques rang-
ing from shifting points of view to using 
graphic symbols to identify narrative voices. 
Other works translated by Frizzi include “The 
Queen of the Prisons of Greece” by Lins, 
“Whatever Happened to Dulce Veiga?” by Caio 
Fernando Abreu and “Stories from the Copan 
Building” by Regina Rheda.

Conservation Efforts in Ecuador
The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
awarded $1.9 million to Rodrigo Sierra, direc-
tor of the Center for Environmental Studies 
in Latin America, and his collaborators at 
Ecuador’s Fundacion Ecuatoriana de Estudios 
Ecologicos (EcoCiencia). The grant supports 
a three-year biodiversity conservation and 
natural resource management program in 
Ecuador, which helps reduce deforestation of 
the region’s tropical rainforests by providing 
productive alternatives for land use. The team 
works with three indigenous groups in the 
Achuar, Shiwiar and Zapara regions.   

Benson Library Receives NAFTA Negotiation Archives
At its 2007 “NAFTA and U.S.-Mexico Relations: In Retrospect and 
Prospect” conference, the Lozano Long Institute of Latin American 
Studies recognized the U.S.-Mexico Business Committee’s dona-
tion of its archive on the origins of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement). The archive, which has become a part of the Nettie 
Lee Benson Latin American Collection, includes documents gener-
ated during the 1980s and 90s when the U.S.-Mexico Business 

Committee laid the foundation for NAFTA, a major 
bilateral trade liberalization initiative. The exten-
sive collection reveals the legal and political scope 
of the negotiation and drafting of the agreement, 
its approval by the U.S. Congress and its initial 
years. Conference invitees, including cross-border 
policymakers and experts, examined the history 
and impact of the trade agreement.

Cross-Border Voices: Indigenous Mexico in Native American Storytelling

History Professor Earns Fulbright to Mexico 
The Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board awarded a 
research fellowship to Emilio Zamora, associate professor 
of history. Zamora’s host institution in Mexico is the 
Centro de Investigaciones Humanísticas at La Universidad 
de Guanajuato in the capital city of Guanajuato. He 
will examine bi-national relations between Mexican 
communities on both side of the border during the 
first decade of the 20th century. Zamora will focus on 

Mexico’s 1921 centenary celebration at Dolores Hidalgo, 
Guanajuato (the birthplace of Mexico’s independence 
movement), and the decision by Mexican officials to grant 
representatives of the Mexican community in the United 
States a place of honor during the festivities. Zamora is 
the author of, “Claiming Rights and Righting Wrongs in 
Texas: Mexican Workers and the Politics of Job Opportunity, 
1939-1947,” forthcoming from Texas A&M University Press.

Violence in Ciudad Juárez 
Hundreds of unsolved female homicides in Ciudad Juárez are the focus of the book, “Entre las 
Duras Aristas de las Armas: Violencia y Victimizacion en Ciudad Juárez” (“Between the Hard 
Edges of the Arms: Violence and Victimization in Ciudad Juárez”) (2006). The work is co-edited 
by Hector Dominguez-Ruvalcaba, assistant professor of Spanish and Portuguese. This is the first 
interdisciplinary study of the violence by scholars who live in the area. Contributors examine the 
maquiladora industry, narcotraffic, migration and the role of institutions in the perpetuation of 
gender violence. Dominguez-Ruvalcaba discusses how the economic and political structure of the 
border has imposed a behavior of silence and complicity toward violence.

 	 a collection of essays that explore how nature was interpreted and 
manipulated in the early modern Iberian world. Focusing on the history 
of early modern science in Spain and Spanish America, it covers a wide 
range of topics, including botany, cosmography, ecology and race; and

	 •	 “Puritan Conquistadors: Iberianizing the Atlantic, 1550-1700” 
(Stanford University Press, 2006), which presents a compelling case for 
the common characteristics of Spanish and Puritan colonization in the 
early Atlantic world. This breaks away from the traditional viewpoint 
focusing on the differences between Puritan and Catholic colonization. 
Cañizares-Esguerra argues both shared a desire to exorcise demons from 
the New World, and that the Puritan colonization of New England was 
as much of a crusade against the Devil as was the Spanish conquest.

Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra, professor of history, is an acclaimed author 
and scholar of early modern Atlantic history and colonial Spanish and 
British America.  His award-winning book, “How to Write the History 
of the New World: Epistemology, and Identities in the Eighteenth-
Century Atlantic World,” was cited among the Best Books of the Year 
by The Economist, Times Literary Supplement and The Independent 
in 2001. The American Historical Association honored the work twice: 
as the best publication on Atlantic history and the best publication on 
the history of Spain, Portugal or Latin America. Recently, Cañizares-
Esguerra garnered high praise for his books: 
	•	 “Nature, Empire, and Nation: Explorations of the History of 
Science in the Iberian World” (Stanford University Press, 2007),  

Noted Historian Explores Nature and the Connection 
Between Puritans and Conquistadors 
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Liberal Arts Professors Earn 
Prestigious Guggenheim Fellowships
	T he Guggenheim Foundation awarded 2007 fellow-
ships to four College of Liberal Arts professors, who 
were among 189 artists, scholars and scientists 
selected from 2,800 applicants for awards totaling  
$7.6 million.

Diana Davis
Assistant Professor,  
Geography and the Environment 
 
Davis is conducting research 
for her new book “Imperialism 
and Environmental History in the 
Middle East,” forthcoming from 
Cambridge University Press. 

Davis also has earned 
research fellowships from 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, National Endowment 
for the Humanities, American 
Council of Learned Societies 
and the Social Science 
Research Council.

Neil Foley
Associate Professor, History 

Foley researches civil rights  
and Black-Latino relations in 
Texas and the Southwest from 
1940 to 1965. His study will 
provide historical context to 
understand some of the issues 
that divide African Americans 
and Latinos today. 

Foley also received grants 
this year from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
and Woodrow Wilson 
International Center and a 
Fulbright Fellowship for travel 
and research in Mexico City.

Cynthia Talbot
Associate Professor, History 

Talbot will research medieval 
India and the cultural sig-
nificance of Prithviraj Chauhan, 
often regarded as the last Hindu 
emperor. The project connects 
the heroic portrayals of Prithviraj 
to the rise of Indian nationalism 
and Hindu militancy. 

Talbot has received fellowships 
from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the 
American Council of Learned 
Societies.

A. Van Jordan
Assistant Professor, English 

Jordan’s award-winning 
poetry has appeared in 
respected anthologies such 
as the “Pushchart Prize” and 
“Legitimate Dangers: American 
Poets of the New Century.” 

He is the author of “Rise” pub-
lished by Tia Churcha Press in 
2001, and “M-A-C-N-O-L-I-A” 
published by W.W. Norton in 
2004. Van Jordan’s new col-
lection of poetry, “Quantum 
Lyrics,” was published by  
W.W. Norton. 

NEWS

News Highlights  For full coverage and more College of Liberal Arts news, visit www.utexas/edu/cola.
Liberal Arts Launches Institute 
for Historical Studies 
Garrison reopening showcases renowned 
historians

Anthem Foundation Renews Gift for 
Ayn Rand Research 
Tara Smith, philosophy professor leads 
objectivism scholarship at the university

History News Network Honors 
Professors
Mark Lawrence and Madeline Hsu rank 
among top young historians

Liberal Arts Student Wins $30,000 
Truman Scholarship
Lauren Koehler recognized for leadership, 
volunteerism

Anthropologist Proposes Scanning 
Lucy the Famous Fossil
John Kappelman leads research team

President Powers Pledges  
Support for Liberal Arts
English and history departments identified 
as strategic priorities during State of the 
University address

College Names Director of 
Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies
Robert Abzug, history professor, tapped for 
leadership role

Language Flagship Program Meets 
Critical Need for Arabic Speakers
$700,000 grant helped establish  
new program 

College Graduates Less  
Likely to Abandon Religion
Sociologist Mark Regnerus finds religion, 
spirituality more accepted on campus

English Professor Wins Rome Prize  
for Renaissance Research
Jorie Woods earns prestigious fellowship

Ann Richards Students Prepare  
for Leadership Success
Center for Women and Gender Studies 
forges partnership to connect university to 
community 

Robert W. and Maureen H. Decherd 
Create $1 Million Endowment 
Gift will create stipend for teaching literature, 
American society or U.S. media

Scholar Testifies in Congressional 
Hearing on Women in Science
Gretchen Ritter leads university task force 
on gender equity 

40 Liberal Arts Students Accepted into 
Teach For America 2007 Corps
Graduates to serve for two years

Alumnus Named First State Historian
Jesús F. “Frank” de la Teja will serve as 
Texas’ first State Historian

Gov. Perry Appoints Liberal Arts Leader 
to College Ready Commission
Linda Ferreira-Buckley advises on college 
readiness program

American Psychological Association 
Honors Animal Personality Research
Sam Gosling earns Distinguished Scientific 
Award for early career contributions

Creative Work Offers Health Advantages
John Mirowsky, sociology professor with 
the Population Research Center,  
spearheads study

Adapting to Pregnancy Played  
Key Role in Human Evolution
Anthropologist Liza Shapiro and alumna find 
male, female spine evolved differently

Do Women Really Talk More than Men?
James Pennebaker, psychology students 
refute popular belief

Get Connected and  
Stay Informed

Stay in touch with the 
College of Liberal Arts.  
Four times each year, the 
dean e-mails graduates  
an alumni newsletter with  
highlights about the college. 

For in-depth coverage on 
research, student life and 
alumni profiles, read the 
college magazine, Life & 
Letters, online at  
www.utexas.edu/cola/.

Since 1925, Guggenheim Fellowships have recognized 
professionals who demonstrate distinguished scholarly 
achievement and exceptional promise for future 
accomplishment in the fields of natural sciences, social 
sciences, humanities and creative arts.

BREAKING NEWS

University Enters Agreement  
with University of Havana

The University of Texas at Austin has established 
an exchange agreement with the Universidad de la Habana, 
Cuba, signaling a new era of academic cooperation with the 

country in the wake of Fidel Castro’s resignation as president. The 
agreement includes the exchange of faculty and graduate students 
in the social sciences, humanities and sciences.
	 Terri Givens, vice provost for international affairs at the 
university, and Cristina Díaz López, vice rector at the Universidad 
de la Habana, signed the agreement in Cuba Feb. 8. Givens joined 
Jonathan Brown, history professor and associate director of the 
Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies (LLILAS), who 
negotiated the terms of the agreement during a trip to Cuba last 
year, and John Parke Wright, a Florida businessman, who was 
instrumental in arranging the dialogue between the universities.
	 LLILAS, directed by Bryan Roberts, sociology professor, will 
manage the academic exchanges under the agreement. Charles 
Groat, the Jackson Chair in Energy and Mineral Resources in 
the Jackson School of Geosciences, will coordinate the science 
activities.
	 This agreement is the first of its kind between a Texas and Cuban 
university, and formalizes many of the research collaborations 
already in place.
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Vincent Geraci  
Economics

Geraci has held the Sue Killam 
Professorship for Economics 
and taught at the university 
since 1973.  He published in 
the areas of econometrics, 
international trade and public 
finance.  Geraci is the recipient 
of several teaching awards 
and served for two years on 
the National Commission 
for Employment Policy in 
Washington, D.C.  

Douglass Parker
Classics

Parker taught at the university 
for 40 years.  He is known for 
his research on Greek comedy 
and translations, in particular 
his translations of Aristophanes.  
Parker is a recipient of a 
Guggenheim Fellowship and 
the Award for Outstanding 
Teaching in the Graduate 
School. He also has been a 
noted trombone player in the 
Austin jazz community. 

Carlos Solé
Spanish and Portuguese

Solé taught at the university 
for 35 years.  He researched 
Spanish language, historical 
and applied linguistics and 
teaching Spanish as foreign 
language. Solé is the author 
of numerous books on the 
Spanish language and served 
as a language consultant to 
organizations such as the 
Foreign Service Institute and 
the College Board. 

2007 Retired Professors 

John Farrell
English

Farrell taught at the university 
for 37 years. He specializes 
in the study of Victorian 
literature and 19th century 
intellectual history, is the 
author of numerous scholarly 
publications and a recipient 
of the College of Liberal Arts 
Outstanding Teacher Award.

Zulfikar Ghose
English

Ghose held the McDaniels 
Regents Professorship in 
Creative Writing. He retired 
after teaching at the university 
for 38 years. He has published 
more than 20 books, including 
11 novels, five volumes of 
poetry and four books of 
literary criticism. Both the 
“Review of Contemporary 
Fiction” and the Penguin 
Modern Poets series have 
featured Ghose’s work.

William Glade
Economics

Glade began teaching at the 
university in 1971. A former 
director of the Institute of 
Latin American Studies, Glade 
researched comparative 
economics, development, 
economics of the arts and 
public/cultural diplomacy. 
Glade held numerous positions 
in agencies including the United 
States Information Agency, 
Council for International 
Exchange Scholars and various 
scholarly associations.

Robert Helmreich
Psychology

Helmreich retired after 41 years 
of teaching at the university 
where he led the Human 
Factors Research Project.  He 
received numerous awards 
for his research into aviation 
safety from NASA, the Federal 
Aviation Administration and 
the Flight Safety Foundation.  
Most recently, Helmreich 
began to apply aviation safety 
concepts to medicine for which 
he earned the David Sheridan 
Award. 

John Kolsti
Slavic and Eurasian Studies

Kolsti retired after 41 years of 
teaching at the university where 
he supported the creation of 
the Center for Russian, East 
European and Eurasian Studies 
(CREEES). He published two 
books and numerous articles 
on Slavic poetry, folklore and 
history. Kolsti is a member of 
the Academy of Distinguished 
Teachers and a recipient of 
the Harry Ransom Teaching 
Excellence Award.

David Wevill
English

Wevill, a Canadian-American 
member of the creative 
writing faculty, taught at the 
university for 37 years.  He 
is the author of ten books of 
poetry, including the recent 
work, “Asterisks.”  Wevill is 
the recipient of E.C. Gregory 
Award, Arts Council of 
Great Britain awards and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship.

in memoriam
Gordon Bennett (Government and Asian Studies) died May 11 at the age of 67.  
Bennett specialized in the politics of China and Japan and served on the board of 
directors of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations. He wrote “Huadong: The 
Story of A Chinese People’s Commune” and “Yundong: Mass Campaigns in Chinese 
Communist Leadership.”

Robert Dawson (French and Italian) died June 4 in Paris at the age of 63.  He taught at 
the university for 32 years, was an internationally respected authority on 18th century 
French literature, culture and bibliography, and senior curator for French materials at the 
Harry Ransom Center.

Carol F. Justus (Classics and Middle Eastern Studies) died Aug. 1 at the age of 67.  
Justus earned a doctorate from the university in Indo-European linguistics in 1973 and 
wrote more than 30 articles on such topics as Indo-European language, numerals and 
culture and Hittite.

Winfred P. Lehmann (Linguistics) died Aug. 1 at the age of 91. He specialized in Indo-
European linguistics, Germanic languages and machine translation. In 1961, he founded 
the Linguistics Research Center, where he served as director until his death. He was the 
author of several influential books, including “Historical Linguistics.”

James W. McKie (Economics) died Oct. 30, following a long illness.  He served as chair 
of the Department of Economics, held the Edward Everett Hale Centennial Professor of 
Economics Chair and was a recipient of the Pro Bene Meritis Award in 2002.

Carlota S. Smith (Linguistics) died May 24 at the age of 73 after a long battle with cancer. 
The Dallas TACA Centennial Professor in the Humanities taught at the university for 38 
years. Smith is the author of “Modes of Discourse” and “The Parameter of Aspect.” 

John Warfield (African American Studies) died Oct. 25 after a long battle with Parkinson’s 
disease.  Warfield was an activist scholar who published in the area of race and sports 
and taught at the university for 26 years.  He directed the Center for African and African 
American Studies from 1973 to 1986.
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Professors in Print: 
Recommended Reading from University of Texas Press  
Check out these books by Liberal Arts faculty about Latin America and the U.S.-Mexico borderlands

Life After Welfare: 
Reform and the 
Resistance of Poverty 
(2007) by Laura Lein, 
professor of 
anthropology and 
social work, and Deanna 
Schexnayder.

Brazilians Working 
With Americans: 
Cultural Case Studies
(2007) by Orlando Kelm, 
associate professor 
of Spanish and 
Portuguese, and Mary 
Risner.

Resisting Brazil’s 
Military Regime: An 
Account of the Battles 
of Sobral Pinto (2007) 
by John Dulles,  
professor of American 
studies.

a legacy greater  
than words:  
stories of u.s.  
latinos and latinas 
of the world war II 
generation (2006) by 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, 
professor of journalism 
and affiliate of the Center 
for Mexican-American 
Studies.

If you are interested in supporting the College of Liberal 
Arts at The University of Texas at Austin, mail this form to 
Development Office, College of Liberal Arts, One University 
Station, G6300, Austin, TX, 78712 or visit our contribution page 
at www.utexas.edu/cola/support_liberal_arts/.

Enclosed is my check or credit card authorization for a gift of:

___ $1,000	___ $500	 ___ $250	 ___ $100 	 ___ $50     $___ Other

Please indicate what area of the college you would like to support:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Credit Card Number		

___ Visa	 ___ MasterCard     ___ Discover	 ___ American Express

____________________________________________________________
Expiration Date

____________________________________________________________
Signature	

Please make all checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin

____________________________________________________________
Name

____________________________________________________________
Address	

____________________________________________________________
City		

____________________________________________________________
State		                Zip Code 

If you are a graduate of the college, please provide your program(s) of 
study and the year you earned your degree(s):

____________________________________________________________

For information about including the college in your estate or donating 
securities, please contact the development office at (512) 475-9763.

 

 

!

Dissident Women: 
Gender and Cultural 
Politics in Chiapas 
(2006) edited by 
Shannon Speed, 
assistant professor of 
anthropology, R. Aída 
Hernández Castillo and 
Lynn Stephen.

The Covarrubias 
Circle: Nickolas 
Muray’s Collection 
of Twentieth-
Century Mexican Art 
(2004) edited by Kurt 
Heinzelman, professor 
of English.

Early Spanish 
American Narrative 
(2004) by 
Naomi Lindstrom, 
professor of Spanish 
and Portuguese.
 
 

Ancient Maya 
Commoners (2004) 
edited by Fred Valdez, 
associate professor  
of anthropology, and 
Jon Lohse.
 

Stories, Myths, 
Chants, and Songs 
of the Kuna Indians 
(2003) by Joel Sherzer, 
professor of 
anthropology.

Recovering History, 
Constructing Race: 
The Indian, Black, 
and White Roots of 
Mexican Americans 
(2002) by Martha 
Menchaca, professor 
of anthropology.

Reflexiones 1999: New 
Directions in Mexican 
American Studies 
(1999) by Richard 
Flores, professor of 
anthropology and 
senior associate dean 
of the College of 
Liberal Arts.

Remembering the  
Alamo: Memory, 
Modernity, and the 
Master Symbol (2002)  
by Richard Flores,  
professor of  
anthropology and  
senior associate  
dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts.



or Lynn Cooksey, a native Texan, southern   
hospitality is not just a cliché; it’s a way of life. The 
alumna of the College of Liberal Arts (Psychology, ‘58) 

and LBJ School of Public Affairs (‘77) is executive director of 
the International Hospitality Council of Austin (IHCA), where 
she coordinates a broad array of intercultural services for 
international students and visitors to the Texas capital.
	 “Extending hospitality to international students and visitors 
is a mutually enriching experience. Both the host families and 
the students have the opportunity to broaden their cultural 
perspectives,” Cooksey says. “We’ve found students’ impressions 
of America really depend on their day-to-day experiences, and 
the host families make a huge difference in helping them feel at 
home.”
	 Founded by Ethel McGinnis in 1960 with support from Joe 
Neal, former director of the university’s International Office, 
IHCA has grown to nearly 600 families who welcome hundreds 
of international university students to Austin each year. Families 
arrange potluck dinners and holiday outings, as well as special 
events and family activities for students.
	T he IHCA is the local contact agency for the U.S. State 
Department and hosts the annual International Consular Ball 
with the Mayor’s Office in Austin. The event brings together 
international dignitaries, local government leaders and the 
business community to celebrate Austin’s role as a growing 
center for international commerce, culture and education.
	T he heart and soul of the organization are the relationships 
formed between host families and students from all over the 
world, Cooksey emphasizes.  
	 Charter member Joan Holtzman regularly corresponds with 
many of the students whom she and her husband, Wayne, Hogg 
Professor Emeritus in Psychology and Education, hosted during 
the past five decades.
	 “We’ve been blessed to meet so many wonderful young 
people from Venezuela to Saudi Arabia,” Holtzman says. 
“Sharing our values with exchange students and learning about 
their own cultures back home is one small, yet significant, way 
we can contribute to global peace and understanding.”
	 Wayne, who is an honorary member of the Sociedad Mexicana 
de Psicología, worked with Mexican colleagues throughout the 
1960s and 1970s to welcome south-of-the-border scholars to the 
university. The IHCA helped secure housing for the students, 
many of whom have become leaders in their field.
	T o learn more about the International Hospitality Council 
of Austin or to sign up to host an international student, visit  
www.ihcaustin.com.

F
Ambassadors of Hospitality
by Jennifer McAndrew

Share Your 
Stories and 
Keep in Touch 

The “Ambassadors of 
Hospitality” captures one 
of the thousands of stories 
of Liberal Arts graduates 
making a difference in 
communities throughout the 
United States and world. 
Please stay in touch. We 
want to hear from you! 

Also, if you are interested 
in supporting the College of 
Liberal Arts, we invite you 
to consider making a gift. 
The College relies on private 
philanthropy to broaden 
support for scholarships, 
study abroad opportunities 
for faculty and graduate 
students. Gifts to the 
College ensure students are 
able to experience the 
same life-changing 
education you enjoyed.

To share your story or if you 
are interested in learning 
more about special giving 
opportunities such as the 
recently established Dean’s 
Circle, please e-mail 
transforminglives@mail.
dla.utexas.edu.

Lynn Cooksey (left) and Joan Holtzman.

Alumna leads non-profit dedicated 
to welcoming international students




