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Addresses 
  

Office:    The University of Texas at Austin 
Department of Psychology  
1 University Station A8000 
Austin, Texas 78712-0187 

 
Email:    woolley@psy.utexas.edu 

 
Home:    601 East 46th Street 

     Austin, TX  78751 
  
Present position Professor and Associate Chair 
 Department of Psychology 
 University of Texas 
   
Education University of Michigan,  
 Ph. D.  August, 1990 
 Specialization: Developmental Psychology 
 
 University of Michigan, 
 M.S. in Psychology, 1987 
 
 Carnegie-Mellon University, 
 B.S. in Psychology, 1980 
   
Grants and Awards 
 
2006-2011 National Institutes of Health, “Development and 

Formation of Reality Status Judgments” 
($818,479). 

 
2006 University of Texas Rapoport-King Scholarship: 

Mentor ($1000) 
 
2006 College of Liberal Arts Undergraduate Research 

Award: Mentor ($1000) 
 
2006 University Cooperative Society Undergraduate 

Research Fellowship: Mentor to two students 
($1800) 
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2005 University Cooperative Society Undergraduate 

Research Fellowship: Mentor ($1,000) 
 
2004 University Cooperative Society Undergraduate 

Research Fellowship: Mentor to three students 
($3000) 

 
1999 University of Texas Rapoport-King Award: Mentor 

($1,000) 
 
1999 Hewlett Foundation Grant for teaching ($4,000) 
 
1998-1999    Research Internship, University of Texas at Austin 

($15,000) 
 

1993-1999    National Institutes of Health, First Independent 
     Research Support and Transition (FIRST) Award 
     ($279,530) 
 
1997 Nominated for APA Boyd McCandless Award 
 
1994 Ford Foundation Grant for the study of Social 
 Science Concepts in Area Studies ($4,000) 
 
1992 Research Grant, University Research Institute, 
 University of Texas at Austin ($4,276) 
 
1991 Summer Salary Award, University Research 
 Institute, University of Texas at Austin 
 
1989-1990 University of Michigan Psychology Department 
 Fellowship 
 
1984-1985 NICHD Predoctoral Traineeship 
 
Professional organizations  American Psychological Society 

Cognitive Development Society 
     Society for Research in Child Development 
 
Professional activities Editorial Board: 

 Journal of Cognition and Culture (2001-present) 
  Psychological Bulletin (2002–2004) 
 Consulting editor: 
  Child Development (2003-2007) 
  Developmental Psychology (1997-1999) 
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 Ad hoc reviewer: 
  British Journal of Developmental Psychology 
  British Journal of Psychology 
  Child Development 
  Cognition 
  Cognitive Development 
  Developmental Review 
  Developmental Science 
  Infancy 
  Infant and Child Development 
  International Journal of Behavioral Development 
   Journal of Cognitive Development 
  Journal of Experimental Child Psychology 
  Merrill-Palmer Quarterly 
  Psychological Reports: Perceptual and Motor Skills 
  Psychological Science 

Society for Research in Child Development Biennial 
Meeting (1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006) 
proposal review 

 National Institutes of Health (BBBP4 member, 1999) 
 National Science Foundation (ad hoc reviewer) 
 West Virginia University Senate Grant Program reviewer 
 Reviewer: APF/APA TOPSS Excellence in High 
  School Student Research Competition 
Publications  
 
Woolley, J.D. & Cox, V. (in press). Development of beliefs about storybook reality, 

Developmental Science.  
 
Woolley, J. D. & Tullos, S. A. (in press). Development of imagination and fantasy. To 

appear in M. M. Haith & J. B. Benson (Eds). Encyclopedia of Infant and Early 
Childhood Development, 2nd edition. Oxford, U.K.: Elsevier. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (December 23, 2006). Do you believe in surnits? New York Times. p. A19. 
 
Woolley, J. D. (2006). Verbal-behavioral dissociations in development. Child 

Development, 77, 1539-1553. 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Van Reet, J. (2006). Effects of context on judgments of the reality 

status of novel entities. Child Development, 77, 1778-1793. 
 
Woolley, J. D., Browne, C. A. & Boerger, E. A. (2006). Constraints on children’s 

judgments of magical causality. Journal of Cognition and Development. 7(2), 
253-277. 
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Woolley, J. D., Boerger, E. A., & Markman, A. (2004). A visit from the Candy Witch: 
Children’s belief in a novel fantastical entity. Developmental Science, 7, 456-468. 

 
Browne, C. A. & Woolley, J. D. (2004). Preschoolers’ magical explanations for 

violations of physical, social, and mental laws. Journal of Cognition and 
Development 5(2), 239-260. 

 
Sharon, T.  & Woolley, J. D. (2004). Do monsters dream? Children’s understanding of 

the fantasy-reality distinction. British Journal of Developmental Psychology, 22, 
293-310. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (2003). The fantasy/reality distinction revisited: The case of imaginary 

companions. Review of Taylor, M. (1999). Imaginary companions and the 
children who create them. New York/Oxford: Oxford University Press. Social 
Development, 12, 622-625. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (2002). Young children’s understanding of pretense and other fictional 

mental states. In Robert W. Mitchell (Ed.), Pretending in animals and children. 
Cambridge University Press. 

 
Davis, D. L., Woolley, J. D., & Bruell, M. J. (2002). Young children’s understanding of 

pretense as a mental representation. British Journal of Developmental 
Psychology, 20, 25-45. 

 
Woolley, J. D. & Boerger, E. A. (2002). Development of beliefs about the origins and 

controllability of dreams. Developmental Psychology, 38, 24-31. 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Phelps, K. E. (2001). The development of children’s beliefs about 

prayer. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 1(2), 139-167. 
 
Browne, C. A. & Woolley, J. D. (2001). Theory of mind in children’s naming of 

drawings. Journal of Cognition and Development, 4(2), 389-412. 
 
Woolley, J. D. (2000).  The development of beliefs about mental-physical causality in 

imagination, magic, and religion.  In K. Rosengren, C. Johnson, & P. L. Harris 
(Eds.) Imagining the impossible: Magical, scientific, and religious thinking in 
children, Cambridge University Press.    

 
Woolley, J. D., Phelps, K. E., Davis, D. L. & Mandell, D. J. (1999). Where theories of 

mind meet magic: The development of children’s beliefs about wishing. Child 
Development, 70, 571-587. 

 
Bruell, M. J. & Woolley, J. D. (1998). Young children’s understanding of diversity in 

pretense. Cognitive Development, 13, 257-277. 
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Woolley, J. D. (1997).  Thinking about fantasy: Are children fundamentally different 
thinkers and believers from adults?  Child Development, 68, 991-1011. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (1997). Initiating a dialogue.  Child Development, 68, 1027-1030. 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Bruell, M. (1996).  Children's awareness of the origins of their mental 

representations. Developmental Psychology, 32, 335-346. 
 
Woolley, J. D. (1995).  Young children's understanding of fictional versus epistemic 

mental representations: Imagination and belief.  Child Development, 66, 1011-
1021. 

 
Woolley, J. D.  (1995).  The fictional mind: Young children's understanding of pretense, 

imagination and dreams.  Developmental Review, 15, 172-211. 
 
Perry, M., Woolley, J. D., & Ifcher, J. (1995).  Adults' abilities to detect children's 

readiness to learn.  International Journal of Behavioral Development, 18(2), 365-
381. 

  
Phelps, K. E. & Woolley, J. D. (1994).  The form and function of children's magical 

beliefs.  Developmental Psychology, 30, 385-394. 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Phelps, K. E. (1994).  Young children's practical reasoning about 

imagination. British Journal of Developmental Psychology, 12, 53-67. 
 
Woolley, J. D. ( 1993).  The developing mind. Review of E.V. Subbotsky, Foundations of 

the mind: Children's understanding of reality). Science, 262, 926-927. 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Wellman, H. M. (1993).  Origin and truth: Young children's 

understanding of imaginary mental representations.  Child Development, 64, 1-17. 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Wellman, H. M. (1992).  Children's conceptions of dreams.  Cognitive 

Development, 7, 365-380 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Wellman, H. M. (1990).  To adopt the intentional stance?  (A peer 

commentary), Psychological Inquiry, 1(3), 275-277. 
 
Woolley, J. D. & Wellman, H. M. (1990).  Young children's understanding of realities, 

non-realities, and appearances.  Child Development, 61, 946-961. 
 
Wellman, H. M. & Woolley, J. D. (1990).  From simple desires to ordinary beliefs: The 

early development of everyday psychology. Cognition, 35, 245-275. 
 
Estes, D., Wellman, H. M. & Woolley, J. D. (1989). Children's understanding of mental 

phenomena. In H. G. Reese (Ed.), Advances in Child Development and Behavior, 
Vol. 21. 
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Just, M. A., Carpenter, P. A., & Woolley, J. D. (1982). Paradigms and processes in 

reading comprehension. Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, 111(2), 
228-238. 

 
Miczek, K. A., Woolley, J., Schlisserman, S., & Yoshimura, H. (1980).  Analysis of 

amphetamine effects on agonistic and affiliative behavior in squirrel monkeys. 
Pharmacology, Biochemistry and Behavior, 14, Suppl. 1, 103-107. 

 
Manuscripts under review 
 
Boerger, E. A. & Woolley, J. D. (2007). Outcome foreseeability and understanding of 

emotion in children's judgments of beliefs. Under review, British Journal of 
Developmental Psychology. 

 
Tullos, S. A. & Woolley, J. D.  (2007). The development of children’s ability to use 

evidence to infer reality status. Under review, Child Development. 
 
Manuscripts in preparation 
  
Cox, V. K. & Woolley, J. D. (2007). Does God make it real? Children’s belief in 

religious stories from the Judeo-Christian tradition.  
 
Woolley, J. D., Tullos, S. A., & Boerger, E. A. (2007). Return of the Candy Witch: 

Children’s beliefs in a novel fantastical being.  
 
Conference Presentations 
 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 2007). Development of beliefs about storybook reality. In M. 

Rhemtulla & D. Skolnick Weisberg (Co-Chairs). “Fictional worlds and fictional 
characters.” Symposium held at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research 
in Child Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Tullos, S. A. & Woolley, J. D. (April, 2007). Real versus pretend: The development of 

children’s ability to evaluate evidence to infer the reality status of a novel entity. 
Presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Cox, V. & Woolley, J. D. (April, 2007). Does God make it real? Children’s belief in 

religious stories from the Judeo-Christian tradition. Presented at the biennial 
meetings of the Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (October, 2005). Children’s beliefs in a novel fantasy figure. In M. Bloom 

& J. DeLoache (Co-Chairs), "Hey kid, wanna buy the Brooklyn Bridge? 
Children's acceptance and rejection of information offered by adults.” Symposium 
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held at the 4th Biennial Meeting of the Cognitive Development Society, San Diego, 
CA. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 2005). The roles of cognition and culture in children’s religious 

thinking. Presented in E. Gottleib (Chair), “Development of religious thinking: A 
cross-cultural perspective.” Symposium held at the biennial meetings of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Van Reet, J. & Woolley, J.D. (October, 2003). Effects of context on children’s beliefs 

about novel entities. Presented in D. Sobel (Chair), “The impact of fantasy on 
cognitive development,” Symposium held at the 3rdd  Biennial Meeting of the 
Cognitive Development Society, Park City, UT. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (June, 2003). Children’s comprehension of storybooks: Reality/fantasy 

differentiation and identification of obstacles. Presented at the 33rd annual meeting 
of the Jean Piaget Society , Chicago, IL. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 2003). Factors influencing children's belief in a novel fantastical 

entity. Presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Tampa, FL. 

 
Browne, C. A. & Woolley, J. D. (April, 2003). Constraints on children's conceptions of 

magical causality. Presented in E. Margaret Evans (Chair), “Alternative realities, 
decoupled worlds? Magic and religion in the child's mind". Symposium held at 
the biennial meetings of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, 
FL. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (October, 2001). Effects of context on children’s beliefs in novel entities. 

In R. Richert (Chair), “Evidence of metaphysical thought in childhood.” 
Presented at the 2nd meeting of the Cognitive Development Society, Virginia 
Beach, VA. 

 
Boerger, E. A. & Woolley, J. D. (October, 2001). Factors influencing children’s belief in 

a novel fantastic entity.” Presented at the 2nd meeting of the Cognitive 
Development Society, Virginia Beach, VA. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 2001). Where reindeer fly and wishes come true: Children’s 

reasoning about fantastical events. In Mull, M. (Chair), “Where theories of mind 
meet magic”. Symposium presented at the biennial meetings of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Minneapolis, MN. 

 
Sharon, T. L. & Woolley, J. D. (April, 2001) Do monsters dream? Children’s 

understanding of the fantasy-reality distinction. Presented at the biennial meetings 
of the Society for Research in Child Development, Minneapolis, MN. 
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Boerger, E. A. & Woolley, J. D. (October, 1999). “He can’t because his head’s asleep”: 
Children’s beliefs about the role of conscious control in imagination and dreams. 
Presented at the 1st meeting of the Cognitive Development Society, Raleigh-
Durham, NC. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 1999). Theory of mind and social cognition. In K. E. Phelps 

(Chair), Effects of theory of mind knowledge on social cognition”. Symposium 
presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Phelps, K. E. & Woolley, J. D. (April, 1999). Where mind meets matter: The 

development of children’s beliefs about prayer. Presented at the biennial meeting 
of the Society for Research in Child Development, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 1997). Fictional worlds: Young children’s understanding of the 

fantasy lives of themselves and others. In S. Gelman & T. K. Au (Co-chairs), 
“How children explain people.”  Symposium presented at the biennial meeting of 
the Society for Research in Child Development, Washington, D.C.  

 
Bruell, M. J. & Woolley, J. D. (April, 1997). It’s a car and a horse: Children’s 

understanding of diversity in pretense in J. Woolley & A. Lillard (Co-chairs) “A 
synthesis of current findings on young children’s understanding of pretense”. 
Symposium presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Washington, D.C.  

 
Woolley, J. D. (August, 1996).  Children’s beliefs about wishing.  In E. Subbotsky  

(Chair), “Children’s understanding of the distinction between subjective and 
objective realities.” Symposium presented at the biennial meetings of the 
International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, Quebec City, 
Quebec, Canada. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (May 1995).  Early understanding of imagination and reality.  In J. 

Strange (Chair), "Media, minds and possible worlds."  Symposium presented at 
the International Communication Association Meetings, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Woolley, J. D. & Phelps, K. E. (March, 1995).  Magical thinking: Young children's 

beliefs about imagining and wishing.  In K. Rosengren and C. Johnson (Co-
chairs), "Uses of magic and fantasy in childhood."  Symposium presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Indianapolis, 
IN.  

 
Woolley, J. D. & Bruell, M. J. (March, 1995).  Young children’s awareness of the origins 

of their mental representations. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Indianapolis, IN. 
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Woolley, J. D. & Phelps, K. E. (April 1994).  What do young children understand about 
imagination? In S. Reifel (Chair), "Directions for early childhood play research".  
Symposium presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research 
Association, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (March, 1993).  Children's understanding of fictional versus epistemic 

mental representations. In J. Woolley (Chair), "Pretense, imagination, and the 
child's theory of mind". Symposium presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Perry, M., Woolley, J. D. Graham, T. Freedman, A. & Danos, A. (April, 1992). The 

impact of verbal and manipulative instruction on understanding the movement of 
gears. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Woolley, J. D. & Phelps, K. E.  (August, 1992).  The effects of perceived cost on 

children's reasoning about imagination. In C. Golomb (Chair), "The pretense 
reality distinction in imaginative behavior."  Symposium presented at the 
meetings  of the American Psychological Association, Washington, D.C.   

 
Woolley, J. D. & Phelps, K. E. (June, 1992).  Young children's practical reasoning about 

imagination. Paper presented at the meetings of the American Psychological 
Society, San Diego, CA. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (July, 1991).  Low cost magical beliefs: Are you getting the real thing?  

In E. Subbotskii and P. Harris (Co-chairs), "Rationality and early reactions to 
magic". Symposium presented at the biennial meeting of the International 
Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, Minneapolis, MN. 

 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 1991).  Origin and truth: Young children's understanding of the 

relation between mental states and the world. Paper presented at the biennial 
meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA.  

 
Woolley, J. D. (April, 1991).  Young children's understanding of mind and reality.  In M. 

Chandler (Chair), "A synthesis of competing claims about early theories of 
mind". Symposium presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research 
in Child Development, Seattle, WA. 

  
Woolley, J. D. (April, 1989). Early understanding of the distinction between reality and 

appearance.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research 
in Child Development, Kansas City, MO. 

 
Woolley, J. D. & Murphey, D. (May, 1988). Children's conceptions of dreams. Paper 

presented at The Conference on Human Development, Charleston, VA. 
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Woolley, J. D. (April, 1987). Children's understanding of mental, real, and potentially 
ambiguous entities: An investigation of childhood realism. Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, 
MD. 

 
Bruell, M. J. & Woolley, J. D. (July, 1996).  It’s a car and a horse:  Children’s 

understanding of diversity in pretense.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Psychological Society, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Bruell, M. J. & Woolley, J. D.  (February, 1995). Young children’s awareness of the 

origins of their mental representations. Paper presented at Current Directions in 
Theories of Mind Research, Eugene, OR. 

 
Phelps, K. E. & Woolley, J. D. (1993).  Children's beliefs about magic and use of magic 

as an explanatory device.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Research in Child Development, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Perry, M., Woolley, J. D., Graham, T., & Freedman A., & Danos, A. (April, 1992).  The 

impact of verbal and manipulative instruction on understanding the movement of 
gears. Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association, San 
Francisco, CA. 

 
Wilcox, S. A. & Woolley, J. D. (April, 1989). Children's evaluation of statements of 

belief as sources of information. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Kansas City, MO. 

 
Invited Colloquia 

University of Texas, Invited Colloquium, Department of Educational Psychology, 

September, 1991. 

Texas A&M University, Invited Colloquium, Department of Psychology, February, 1992.  

Carnegie-Mellon University, Invited Colloquium, Department of Psychology, March, 

1999. 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Department of Psychology Kendon Smith 

Lecture, October, 2000. 

University of Arkansas, Invited Colloquium, Department of Psychology, November, 

2003. 

University of Texas Honors Colloquium, July, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2007. 
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Research interests 
  
      My research addresses two basic aspects of children's cognitive development: (1) 
their beliefs about the nature of reality, and (2) their understanding of mental states and 
processes. My studies of children's understanding of various realities and non-realities 
have probed children’s ability to distinguish reality from appearance, and their 
understanding of the fantasy/reality distinction. My most recent work in this area 
addresses the development of beliefs about magical, fantastical, and religious concepts. 
Research I have conducted on children’s understanding of mind addresses children's 
understanding of the mental nature and origin of beliefs, desires, dreams, imagination, 
and pretense, and their understanding of human behavior as a function of these mental 
states.  
 
Courses taught 
 
1991 - 2003 Introduction to Child Psychology 
 (Psychology 304), University of Texas at Austin 
 
1991 - 2004 Introduction to Developmental Psychology 
 (Psychology 333D), University of Texas at Austin 
  
1993 - 2005 Cognitive Development (Psychology 333N), 
 University of Texas at Austin 
 
1990 - 2006 Fundamentals of Cognitive Development 
 (Graduate level: Psychology 394N), 
 University of Texas at Austin 
 
2005, 2006, 2007 Development of the Fantasy-Reality Distinction  

(Psychology 341K, 333F), University of Texas at 
Austin 

 
1992 Graduate Seminar on Children's understanding of 
 mind (Psychology 394), University of Texas at 
 Austin 

 
1995, 2005 Graduate Seminar on Development of the concept 

of reality (Psychology 394), University of Texas at 
Austin 

 
1997 Graduate Seminar on Cultural and individual 
 differences in the development of a theory of mind 
 (Psychology 394), University of Texas at Austin 
 
2000 Graduate Seminar on Children’s scientific, 

magical, and religious explanations 
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2005 Graduate Seminar on Dissociations in cognitive 
 development 

 
Presentations on Teaching 
 
June 4, 2001 Presentation on use of group work in the classroom 
 Monterrey University Teaching Institute 
 University of Texas 
 
January 8, 2002 Presentation on use of group work in the classroom 
 Experienced Faculty Conference, U.T. Austin 
 
May 28, 2002 Presentation on use of group work in the classroom 
 Monterrey University Teaching Institute 
 University of Texas 
 
Teaching Awards 2003, 2005 College of Liberal Arts nominee for the 

William David Blunk Memorial Professorship, 
 U. T. Austin. 
 

2007 Recipient of the President’s Associates 
Teaching Excellence Award, U. T. Austin 


